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Memorial Day 2021 is almost upon us and, according to the latest data from 

travel app Hopper, Americans are revving up to make the most out of the 

holiday weekend that traditionally marks the unofficial start of the summer 

travel season. 

This year, perhaps more than any other before, people can’t wait to get started 

on their warm-weather travels, after enduring 15 months of being grounded by 

the COVID-19 pandemic and bound by resulting lockdowns, shelter-in-place 

orders and domestic and international travel restrictions. 

 

With nearly half of adult Americans at least partially vaccinated (according 

to Johns Hopkins University), vaccination rates continuing to climb and infection 

rates falling, local governments, communities, attractions and businesses are 

easing up on COVID-19 measures and expanding capacities. And, Americans 

can’t wait to once again enjoy a bit of normalcy and take the opportunity to 

relax and recreate. 

Here are some key points to consider from Hopper’s Travel Guide for Memorial 

Day weekend 2021: 

Most Popular Travel Dates: 

—Busiest days to depart: Friday, May 28 and Thursday, May 27. 

—Busiest days to return: Monday, May 31 and Wednesday, June 2. 
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https://www.travelpulse.com/news/impacting-travel/aaa-predicts-massive-spike-in-travel-for-memorial-day-holiday.html
https://www.travelpulse.com/trending/coronavirus-outbreak
https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html
https://www.travelpulse.com/news/features/americans-are-getting-vaccinated-for-summer-travel.html
https://media.hopper.com/research/memorial-day-2021-travel-guide


 

Busiest Airports: 

1. Atlanta (ATL) - 493,766 expected passengers - (Busiest Travel Time: 5:45 

a.m.) 

2. Chicago (ORD) - 395,811 expected passengers - (Busiest Travel Time: 7:15 

a.m.) 

3. Los Angeles (LAX) - 365,588 expected passengers - (Busiest Travel Time: 

6:30 a.m.) 

4. Dallas (DFW) - 303,299 expected passengers - (Busiest Travel Time: 6:45 

a.m. 

5. Denver (DEN) - 269,458 expected passengers - (Busiest Travel Time: 6:35 

a.m.) 

6. Seattle (SEA) - 258,623 expected passengers - (Busiest Travel Time: 5:30 

p.m.) 

7. Orlando (MCO) - 232,166 expected passengers - (Busiest Travel Time: 7:15 

a.m.) 

8. New York City (JFK) - 223,742 expected passengers - (Busiest Travel Time: 

7:00 a.m.) 

9. San Francisco (SFO) - 223,703 expected passengers - (Busiest Travel Time: 

7:55 p.m.) 

 

 



 

Where are Americans traveling for Memorial Day weekend? 

The Most-Booked Domestic Destinations on Hopper: 

—Las Vegas, Nevada 

—Miami, Florida 

—Orlando, Florida 

—Atlanta, Georgia 

—Los Angeles, California 

The Most-Booked International Destinations on Hopper: 

—Cancun, Mexico 

—San Juan, Puerto Rico 

—San Jose del Cabo, Mexico 

—Montego Bay, Jamaica 

—Puerto Vallarta, Mexico 

Haven’t made any Memorial Day weekend plans? It’s not too late! 

Top destinations with best last-minute hotel deals (i.e., within 48 hours of 

check-in) on Hopper: 

— Las Vegas, Nevada (average $45 off per night) 

— Chicago, Illinois (average $37 off per night) 

— Los Angeles, California (average $32 off per night) 



— Atlanta, Georgia (average $42 off per night) 

— New York, New York (average $41 off per night) 

 


